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THE ELDERS OF ISRAEL IN EXODUS 24:9-11

Shigehiro Nagano

After the period of the exile, the elders came to be the
focus of the special attention of the Israelite people, and to be
referred to as ‘the elders of Israel which meant the representatives
of the whole Israelite nation, espcially in the Deuteronomistic
historical works and the book of Ezekiel. The main difference
between the treatment of ‘the elders of Israel’ of theirs was
that the former evaluated them an affirmative manner and the
latter in a negative one. In the background of this contrast,
there was a conflict for the hegemony concerning who the
legitimate representatives of ‘Israel’ were. Ezekiel adopted a
policy of containment toward them, regarding them as persons
who impudently intruded into the priestly ritual sphere, from
his viewpoint as a priestly prophet.

In contrast with Ezekiel, ‘the elders of Israel’ by the
Deutronomistic historians were the simbolic persons who had
led the history of the Israelite nation as the ‘chosen people’
without any mistakes, by the side of the national great leaders
such as Moses, Joshua, David, and so on. The Deuteronomistic
historians characterized some turning points of the history of
Israe! by marking them with the appearances or disappearances
of ‘the elders of Israel’ into or from the stages of the history.

In contrast with both Ezekiel and the Deuteronomistic
historians, what was behind the expression of ‘the elders of
Israel’ in Exodus 24:9-11 was an interest in the political ‘Verein’
of the local communities. The theological thought behind the
phrases was not essencially directed to the Israelite nationalism
as in the above mentioned two types of expressions of ‘the

elders of Israel’, but to the universalism from its regionalism.
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The political ‘Verein' basically opened to whoever would
participate in it, and was not restricted within the national
framework. ‘The elders of Israel’ were treated here as the
representatives of such politival ‘Verein’ of the local communities,
and at the same time, as the representatives of mankind beyond
the framework of the Israelite nation.

In these verses, ‘the elders of Israel’ participated in a
‘Festgottesdienst’ on the mountain and the new community
making meal, but Moses did not play any important role here,
only appearing in juxtaposition with ‘the elders of Israel’ . Such
retrogression of Moses’ own role was one of the outstanding
characteristics in these verses. If these verses were described
from the viewpoint of the political ‘Verein’, it would be quite
natural that Moses retrogressed from his leading position to a
mere member of Israelite leaders, because the central part of
‘Verein' essentially consisted of some political leaders who had
equally shared powers, and because it was supported by maintenance

of such equality among members.



