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The Narrative Unity of the Lukan Writings

Kota Yamada

I

The literary unity of the Lukan Writings has almost been
accepted since the days of H.Cadbury who coined the hyphenated
word “Luke—Acts”. This opinio communis is recently questioned
by M.C.Parsons & R.I.Parvo at three levels: the genre unity,
the natrrative unity and the theological unity. On the other
hand, C.K.Barrett and H.I.Marshall confirm the literary unity
of the Lukan writings these days.

1|

Concerning the opinion that the Lukan writings were
written by different authors as different works, it has often
been pointed out the differences of Luke and Acts in terms of
the language and the style to support their view (A.C.Clark,
A.W.Argyle). But such observations were criticised as surface
(W.L. Knox, B.E.Beck, J.Dawsey). I would like to point out
one issue here as an example. It has often been stated as their
reasons that the tésolitarium is seen once in Luke but 73 times
in Acts and pév solitarium none in Luke but 31 times in Acts,
while Semetic expression of ki &révero is utilized 28 times in Luke
but 5 times in Acts. Nevertheless, such opinion is absurd from
the facts that xaf solitarium and dé solitarium, which are similar
expressions to té solitarium, and é&évero ¢ or 6¢ &révero, which are
other translations of the same Hebrew word 1" than rat &évero,

are numerously seen both in Luke and Acts.
m

Concerning the opinion that the Lukan writings were
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originally written in one volume but separated into two, it has
been claimed that Lk.24:50-53 and Acts 1:1-5 (or only the
latter part) are later interpolations (Ph.-H.Menoud, E.Trocmeé,
H.Conzelmann). If so, it is untenable that the author seems to
have added the contradicted ascension story of Lk.24:50-53,
which was supposed to happen in Bethany soon after the
resurrection, to that of Acts 1:6-11, which occured at Mt.Olive
near Bethany 40 days after the resurrection, and that Lk.24:49
does not connect to Acts 1:6 in terms of sentence (W.
Kummel). Further, it seems unlikely to think Lk.24:50-53 is an
interpolation, because the ascension story is unique to the
Lukan writings that terminates the first volume, which is
already mentioned in Lk.9:51, and initiates the second, which
is also mentioned in Acts 1:2. Such repetition of telling the
ascension story is owing to the author s narrative technique
(M.C.Parsons).

I\

Concerning the opinion that the Lukan writings were
written by the same author but the second volume was added
later to the first as a sequel, the literary differences as well as
the genric ones are pointed out (M.C.Parsons=R.I.Parvo).
Such position is, consciously or unconsciously, presupposed by
the titles added to the manuscripts later, “the Gospel according
to Luke” and “the Acts of the Apostels”, which indicate the
differences of the genre. The literary unity of the Lukan writings
is proved by the linkages at the end of the frist volume (Lk.24:46-53)
and at the beginning of the second (Acts 1:3-11) as well as the
prefaces to the two volumes (Lk.1:1-4, Acts 1:1-2). The
different descriptions between the ascension stories in the
former linkage are on account of narrative technique to add
presice information in repetition, which are also seen in other
parts of the Lukan writings. The preface to the Gospel, the
latter linkage, is intended to cover the whole works as indicated
by the plural expressions of “the things that have been convinced
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(fulfilled or accomplished) among us” (Lk.1:1) and “the words
that you were instructed” (Lk.1:4) which refer not only to the
single event and teaching of Christ but to the events afterwards
and the Apostolic teachings; further, “the eyewitnesses and
ministers” (Lk.1:2) include Paul who is called “a minister and
witness” (Acts 26:16); and “(I write to you) in order” covers
both volumes as the dramatis personae and the narrative structure
in two are quite similar to each other and the stories are

discoursed orderly in both volumes.
\'4

Concerning the opinion that the Lukan writings were
written by the same author as unified works, the literary
elements of unity are pointed out (C.K.Barrett, [.H.Marshall)
as well as the narrative elements of unity. Several examples of
the literary consistency to prove that the Lukan writings were
conceived and invented at the same time, whether a short time
elapsed between the writing of the two volumes or not, are as
follows: the words of Simeon to prophesy the Gentile mission
(Lk.2:32) is remembered at the scene of the Apostolic Council
(Acts 15:14); the words to rebuke Jesus for his defiling the
temple are not taken from Mark 14:55-59 to depict the trial of
Jesus (Lk.22:66-71), but they are utilised to rebuke Stephen
(Acts 6:14); the prophecy—fulfillment motifs are also seen in the
Lukan writings, but the several words prophesied in Luke are
not fulfilled in the same volume but in the following one,
namely Acts (fig.1 no.4, 10, 12, 13).

VI

The narrative elements of unity are seen in the similar
dramatis personae: (1) the protagonists, Jesus in the first
volume, Peter and Paul in the second, (2) the religious authorities
the antagonists, the Pharisees, the Sadducees, the elders, chief
priests and scribes, (3) the disciples and the twelve apostles

who are the inner circle and close to the heroes, (4) the people
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and crowd who are the outer circle and also appear as the Jews
and the Gentiles particularly in the second volume. The narrative
structure of the two volumes corresponds to each other: (1)
each volume is consisted of three parts (Galilee—the journey in
Samaria—Jerusalem; Jerusalem/Judea/Samaria—Paul’ s missionary
journeys—Paul’ s trials & the way to Rome (fig.2 (1)-(6).
Cf. Aristotle, Poetica, 1450b, the beginning, the middle and the
end), (2) the plot of each volume is developed by the conflicts
caused by the protagoniosts and antagonists in the missionary
scenes and the journey scenes (fig.2 (1)-(4)), is led to the
climax in the trial scenes (fig.2 (5)), and conflicts are solved
or seem to be solved in the end (fig.2 (6). Cf. Aristotle,
Poetica, 1455b 24-32, complication and dénouement), (3) in the
descriptions of the protagonists of the first volume and the
second, particularly those of Jesus and Paul, numerous pararell
motifs are seen in them (fig.3), but reversal of the fortune of
the heroes in both volumes (from Jesus the glorious hero with
the mighty works and the words of proclamation into Jesus the
suffering servant, and Paul the Jewish persecutor of Christianity
into Paul the Gentile missionary), recognition of the fortune
(the last prayer of Jesus at Mt.Olive and the mission given to
Paul at his conversion), and passion (the trials and the crusifixion
of Jesus and the trials and the suffering of Paul) (Cf. Aristotle,
Poelica, 1452a 22-1452b 13, reversal of the fortune, recognition
and passion).



