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Epideictic Style in the Lukan Writings

Kota Yamada

1. Prologue

Hellenistic and Roman historiography, on the one hand,
has been recently acknowleged as rhetorical one in the field of
classics. On the other hand, in the field of New Testament
stuides, rhetorical criticism has been becoming dominant as the
way to analyse not only the Epistles but also historiography
these days. In this essay I will point out the influence of the
epideictic style of the classical rhetoric in the Lukan writings.

2. Epideictic Speech and the Style of Rhetorical Historiography
(1) Epideictic Speech in the Rhetorical Handbooks

Epideictic speech is written in the style of praising virtues
and blaming vices and delivered as an encomion, a panegryc or
a funeral oration, which is formless unlike forensic and deliberative
speeches (Aristoteles, Rhetorica ad Herewnium, Cicero, Quintilianus).
(2) Funeral Orations as Typical Examples of Epideictic Speech

Epideictic speech covers verious areas and subjects, but
funeral orations have traditional forms and expressions as typical
examples of epideictic speech. According to Pericles’ funeral
oration in Thucydides’ History Bk.2 and Lysias' funeral oration
etc., the virtues of ancestors are at first praised, then the
virtues of the dead following after those of the ancestors are
praised, while the vices of the enemies are blamed, and the
words of sorrow and consolation are mentioned in the end. The
virtues praised in these funeral orations are judisiousness,
righteousness, courage and prudence, which are the four Greek
cardinal virtues. etc.
(3) Epideictic Speech and the Style of Rhetorical Historiography

The thought of Cicero, Dionysius of Halicarnassus and
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Lucian are slightly different, who mention their rhetorical
historiography in their works fragmentarily, but they similarly
refer to the use of the epideictic style in the narrative part of
rhetorical historiography. (For the more detailed discussion of
this section (3), see my paper “Theories of Rhetorical Historiography
in Hellenistic and Roman Periods—As the Background of the
Lukan Historiography,  which was read at the Japanese Biblical
Institute on 19 January, 1998.)

3. The Style of Rhetorical Historiography in the Lukan Writings
In the nativity stories, which function as the introduction
to the whole Lukan writings, many features of praising virtues
and blaming vices are seen in the hymns of the Benedictus, the
Magnificat, the Gloria and the Nunc Dimittis as well as in the
narrative part. Similarly, in the narrative part of the main
section of the Lukan writings, the motifs of praising the virtues
and blaming the vices are seen in 17 sections of the Gospel and
20 sections of the Acts. In these sections God is mainly praised
and Jesus is also praised, and there are some words to praise
the apostles and disciples who followed him faithfully. On the
other hand, the enemies of Jesus and apostles are blamed, but

sometimes the unfaithful disciples are also blamed.

4. Epilogue

The virtues praised in the Lukan writings are piety,
modesty and poorness etc. and vices blamed are impiety.
arrogance® and love of money etc. But these virtues are seen in
the funeral orations of Lysias and Demosthenes, while the four
Greek cardinal virtues are also traced in the Lukan writings. In
this way, the Lukan writings are supposed to be written at the
critical moment of the continuation of the Ecclesia with the loss
of the leading apostles, created not only by the external situation
confronted with the conflicts with Judaism but also by the
internal situation with the appearance of the heretics, in order

to praise Jesus and his followers and also to encourage and
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educate the remaining people. If it is so, the Lukan writings
written in such style have significant meanings in the Graeco-Roman
society where honour and shame had the dominant values
among the people.

(This paper was read at the 37th annual meeting of the Japanese
Society for the New Testament Studies, which was held at
Tohoku Gakuin University, Sendai, on 16 & 17 September,
1997.)




