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The formation of Educational Thought for Women
by Study Abroad in England
—A Comparative Study of
the Cases of Tets Yasui and Sumi Oe—

Akiko Shibanuma

In the process of the modernization of the Japanese
educational system, the secondary school system for girls had or
been lagging behind until the issue of high school for girls was
settled in the public school system in 1899.

Tets Yasui and Sumi Oe were sent to England at the
beginning of this century in order to make an investigation of
domestic science to England as a model for the domestic economy,
which was the most important subject in high school for girls
at that time.

Both Yasui and Oe, after having graduated from Advanced
Teacher Training College, and having gained teaching experience
for a while, were nominated as stutudents abroad by the Ministry
of Education.

In spite of the similarity of their careers, they developed
very different ideas of women’s education.

Yasui chose Cambridge Training College for her study.
This college had been newly founded and was the most prestigious
institution of post—graduate college for training teachers of
secondary schools. She experienced a conversion by education
and student’ s attitudes of the Training College. Specifically,
Miss Hughes, the first principal of that College, gave her the
most profound influence with her character and teaching.
Yasui's educational idea for women is that women should be
educated as human beings not as women, as conventionally
thought in those days. Her educational thought for women was
that of liberal education which was influenced by the educational
ideal of Cambridge.

Oe, on the other hand, advocated that girls should be
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educated to be “a good wife and a wise mother”. Her idea of
women’ s education —education of “a good wife and a wise
mother”— was composed of the traditional ideal of Japanese
women as an active worker for household, the ideal of “a better
half” as seen in the English home, and the ideology of imperialism.
For her, a good wife sustains the State as well as armaments
and religion.

Oe studied at the Training School of Domestic Science in
Battersea Polytecnic and later she went to Bedford College to
study in the hygine course.

The institutions they studied at influenced the formation
of their contrastive educational ideas. It is interesting to notice
the backgrounds of their own decisions as students abroad,
sponsored by the government.



