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The Relationship between learning words previously
known phonetically and learning words
previously unknown phonetically.

< Abstract >

7th graders were tested on 218 previously English words, 8th graders on
719, and 9th graders on 1096 words. Words were given in English and students
were asked to write the pronunciation in Katakana. The results indicate that
students better understood the meanings of the words, which they could accurately
transcribe phonetically. And also there were two deferent modes of learning :
lexical meaning and phonemic rules. In a second test, 7th, 8th and 9th graders
were given a list of 51 unknown English words. Results indicated that 8th grader
ability to read unknown words was significantly higher than 7th graders. This
may suggest that in the process of learning English words between 7th and
8th grade, students acquire an implicit skill of decoding the phonetic sounds.

Keywords : The learning lexical meaning, phonemic rules, unknown English

words, implicit skill of decoding the phonetic sounds.
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