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Phase of her childhood lurk in her aspect still. As she walked along to-day, for all her bouncing
handsome womanliness, you could sometimes see her twelfth year in her cheeks, or her ninth
sparkling from her eyes ; and even her fifth would flit over the curves of her mouth now and
then. (15-16)
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Why it was that upon this beautiful feminine tissue, sensitive as gossamer, and practically blank



as snow as yet, there should have been traced such a coarse pattern as it was doomed to receive...
(74)
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When she could consume no more of the strawberries she filled her little basket with them ; and
then the two passed round to the rose-trees, whence he gathered blossoms and gave her to put in
her bosom. She obeyed, still like one in dream, and when she could affix no more he himself
tucked a bud or two into her hat, and heaped her basket with others in the prodigality of his
bounty. (42)
)

TABE I TN LS T2 NG G B2 L, WIIMLDNEENSZT v Mz
EESLDEAN, Thhb 2 N3N TOARORED 28D, 2 Z»rofts DL
ZDMD & Z A1ffio7z, T RAREFBEORIZNE KD IfE -7, T 2 BITE % Hi
Na{kdL, TVIIMERDIETIC L, 2 K40 . DS Zr v MSBhAREH D IZ{E%
Az,

ZOBETIE, 7 ARRISRNTOS, RONEIOE, ZRERIID, RNBFA0H -
FEB, FAOMTTRMWEFAEI57- EADNST, ZLTNZTy MaBhAEhDDOWE D
T TNEN—REBESTT A% %5, ZZTRESHKRICESNBZLIZKST, 7 AN
o [H] OBMERERINTWS, FAHED [F] OWBELIZ, 7LV 2BEHS 25T 5 E
LECTRIZVFROBICREENS, FASBMUMT s v+ V71 Thb. 7 ANMEHR
CEBLETE Y v ) 74 Z2BRICERL, 7V 237 22RRONE LT3, 72 %K
FTEBTV VIR, 72 [R] ORBKMATEL T3, FAOEROMEE D &k ZBTIEE
BETH5, ZORMETT 23 E ILANTROI RVEERREDTH 5. TORIZH-
HENBITHY, ZZTETADEMIZK T 2RPBHEA LT3, REEICHIT 27 213,
EENEEMDATTHY, TV TERETB0ETHS, 2L T, HifoE (22Tl
WBT) 25ATVS, ZOEERNEZILHRT AQEBOBE Y L 5B, ZOBEKT, 20
BEIERIZY Y R) v 2 THBLELSESD,
FAERHBDRHRNVSTTH B, /371y 24 7 AET £R U, EXFITIEKITEE
T3, N7 RMEBRORBE Sh, ZLOERTAEERHHEE LTS (37— F451460),
STDLER] DXS I, HERHEICHS 245 SMICRTERE S5 (317 — F456),

_5_



ZFDES EMWH= 27V A0 ST BT AT [#] LS FHnEEELTWS, HEBTFIL.
TVIWTAENTTHID L TEDE, HHRBONETH 5 [fEOL] ©EHgMIZEL
726D TH B LT 2 (WH317-318), ZLTEDONTDRIZT 2 %HL, 7R I-fk&DIE
Bl D 25 F50TH 5,

TAHBZIEGDY IV LEBNERRET. BAOBLPEUEFRLBI2EDTH S
LIGEL TR AV, TV MCETHh, BATEE T Z itk EIZRRL
BT, TAZEHAOBFEVRORMARBR L, BE2TFI20INVHFTEEAALD, BE
5720 LT015280), TACKEEZ»EBEMAFRLELI AL LVWIFLEZ LV, T2
DEELIIBRE L, BEROFEDELERBFERD LIV v ) 7 1 2EELTS, B Hhid,
FARGHETBEITHARELE-oTLEIDTH S, ZHETLIOFESL M) 92 ThHD,
I TF 2 EFRELT>TRER, 7YY bTL - 7 v ¥ o (Flintcomb-Ash) THE L7 L
2B ERT=PICRA LN, TALES EDICESHT S BT - B8 a8 &
L. XDE3ZET 5,

‘... Nothing intentionally. But you have been the mean — the innocent means — of my backsliding,
as they call it... why then have you tempted me? I was firm as a man could be till I saw those eyes
and that mouth again...” (323)
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Tess Durbeyfield did not divine, as she innocently looked down at the roses in her bosom, that
there behind the blue narcotic haze sat the * tragic mischief ' of her drama—he who was to be the
blood-red ray in the spectrum of her young life. She had an attribute which amounted to a
disadvantage just now; and it was this that caused Alec D’ Urberville's eyes to rivet themselves
upon her. It was a luxuriance of aspect, a fullness of growth, which made her appear more of a
woman than she really was. She had inherited the feature from her mother without the quality it
denoted. (42)
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T thought, Angel, that you loved me—me, my very self !:*Then how can you, O my own
hushband, stop loving me?’
T repeat, the woman I have loving is not you.’
‘But who?’
‘Another woman in your shape. (228-229)
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Nothing so pure, so sweet, so virginal as Tess had seemed possible all the long while that he had

adored her, up to an hour ago ; but

The little less, and what worlds away! (235)
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Tess of the D'Urbervilles (1891) is one of Thomas Hardy's most popular and tragic novels. When
Hardy wrote this novel, the feminist movement had already developed in Britain. The movement
focused on the problems of gentle women, who were restricted by their image as a "perfect lady." At
that time many gentle women couldn't marry or get jobs, and they suffered from poverty. This
situation was reflected by a group of novels, which includes Tess of the D'Urbervilles. This novel
contains Hardy's criticism of the moral standard concerning sexual activity and marriage in the
Victorian era.

Tess, the heroine of the novel, is often described by use of color. Red and white images are used to
point out the problems of women. This thesis explores how the images of red and white describe Tess
and show the problems of women.

We can see the image of white when Tess wears a white frock at the May Day Dance. Tess has a
childlike appearance, and she doesn't fit in with the atmosphere of a public house such as the Rolliver
Inn. Tess is different from people who like the smell of alcohol and enjoy the pleasures of sex.
Moreover, the image of Tess who baptizes her baby reminds us of the Virgin Mary. These images
also overlap with that of the "Angel in the Home," an idealized image of women in the Victorian era. In
fact, Tess could be an angel in the home for Angel Clare, her husbhand. These white images will cause
a tragic sequence in Tess' life.

On the other hand, Tess is portrayed with red images, which subverts her white images. The red
figure of Tess, especially with her crimson lips, is described repeatedly to emphasize this. The scene
where Alec gives Tess roses and strawberries makes a strong impression on readers. The red images
lead her to a tragic affair with Alec.

The red and white images reflect the selfish desire of the males, Alec and Angel. Emphasizing the
red images, Alec is encouraged to treat Tess as a woman full of physical beauty and sexuality, in order
to fulfill his sexual desire for Tess. On the other hand, Angel identifies Tess with images of a pure girl
and an idealized virgin. However, when he learns that Tess was raped by Alec and had a baby, the
angelic image he created of Tess is destroyed and he leaves her. Hence, Tess' life must be tragic
hecause she is interpreted by the two different images of her created by Alec and Angel.

These red and white images seem to reflect the typical images of women. Red expresses the
attractiveness of the female body and sexuality, and white expresses the idealized woman who is the
obedient and chaste good wife and mother. Tess becomes the virgin of rape because of the red image.
Then she is judged unfairly and is forced to suffer. The problems of women can be clearly seen by



studying these two images in relation to Tess.
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