What's the “Maid” ?

— Its History and Transformation —

05L031 Shiho Kumagai

{Abstract)

When people hear the word, “maid” recently in Japan, they will associate it with
those who wear maid-like costumes in Akihabara. However, originally, a “maid” is
meant to be a kind of female servant in British culture. In this thesis, the history of
the maid will be overviewed in the 1st chapter, and then we will see how they are
transformed in the Japanese subculture.

Before the Victorian age, a “maid” was a job for the girls of the working
class. The servants in the upper-class families were strictly classified into several
roles. There were some roles which gentle ladies could take such as “governess”
and “companion”. The top of the female servants was “housekeeper”. The second
was ‘cook”. After them, they were diversified from the lowest “scullery maid” or
“house maid” to “lady’s maid” and so on. There are some romantic fictions which
romanticized the love between some maids and their masters. However, most of the
servants had to keep a distance from their masters, and it was not easy for them to
contact with their employers in a friendly manner. In the 20th century, after some
other jobs became open to the women, it became really hard for upper-class people to
keep their stately houses and employ servants, the maid became much less popular as
a job for women, and the number of maids decreased.

What does “maid” mean in Japan now? There are many “Maid Cafés” in
Akihabara, Tokyo. At such a café, some girls wearing maid-like costumes are
working. This is what the “maid” is for “otaku” people in Japan. The idea of the
maid has been stimulating some creator’s imagination, and they have produced some
games and books, and even started some businesses with the newly-transformed maid
girls. How the maid has been changed and accepted in the Japanese subculture will be

discussed.
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