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Cinderellas in the Real World: Transfiguration of the Fairy Tale

061.044 Mayumi Okazaki
{Abstract)

“Cinderella” is one of the most famous works in the fairy tales, and there are innumerable variations of the
story. Ones of the most well-known “Cinderella” stories are Charles Perrault’s and Brothers Grimm’s, which
have been read and re-made into other works, and loved by millions of people. First, we will see the basic plot
and some essential elements of the “Cinderella” stories as follows:

a. The heroine as an unfortunate young girl who lives with her cruel step mother and sisters. They make
her their servant and abuse her every day.

b. There are some supporters for the heroine.

c. There is a man in a higher rank, who is looking for his wife. Every girl in the city is anxious to be the
one. There is a ball where the man is supposed to find an illegible girl.

d. The heroine must go home by the midnight.

e. There is some items to identify the heroine.

f. Happy ending

The plot and some elements are varied into other works such as novels, dramas, and films. Second, the
comparison between the fairy tales of “Cinderella” and the modern works such as Ever After (1998) and A
Cinderella Story (2004) will be attempted. For these modern “Cinderellas”, there is neither a witch nor any
magic to help her. They are not the passive girls just waiting for a prince to come and make them happy.
They are rather independent and always try to make any difference in their troubled lives. By the comparison,

the transfiguration of “Cinderella” stories will be considered.
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