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The Individualism Seen in Oscar Wilde’s Dandyism

09L014 Kazunori Ishibashi

This thesis examines the dandyism of Oscar Wilde. The object is to reveal the substance of
his dandyism. This thesis is constructed of three chapters.

In the first chapter, his three novels, 7he Picture of Dorian Grey, Lord Arthur Savile's
Crime and The Happy Prince are discussed in terms of dandyism. I define his dandyism
through these novels as a form of resistance to the Puritanism that the middle class at that
time believed in.

The next chapter focuses on the dandyism of the 18th century, which was before Wilde’s
dandyism. After the 18th century dandyism is considered, it compares Wilde's dandyism
and the preceding dandyism. The differences being compared, Wilde's dandyism is
distinguished from the preceding dandyism in that it claimed the individualism against the
Puritanism, while the preceding dandyism was merely a means to cling to the declining the
power of the upper classes.

In the third chapter, I look closely into the psychology of the middle class. There was an
admiration for nobles in the middle class. They tried to imitate the lifestyles of the nobles,
but at the same time, they were suppressed by the Puritanism. I investigate the fact in this
chapter.

This thesis concludes that Wilde revealed his resistant attitude toward the Puritanism in
the society by insisting on the individualism.
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