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ABSTRACT

The Social Influence That “War Propaganda”
Has Given to Children

11004 Ayana Endo

Propaganda has been used for political purposes since the 18th century. The development of
print technology in the 19th century and the evolution of mass media in the 20th century ushered the
spread of propaganda to a wider group of consumers. Specifically, the development of new technology
made propaganda accessible even to young children who still can not read.

During World War II, propaganda cartoons or anime wete developed. While entertaining young
viewers, these animations successfully shaped children’s minds to accept the necessity of war while
glossing over the atrocities it causes. For its viewers, the actions conducted by those who became part
of the war were justified and necessary. Through these animated features, its creators successfully
planted a synchronized national ideology where war is glorified and permissible — making it acceptable

option to be honorable and patriotic while fighting for one’s country.





