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ABSTRACT

The Change of John F. Kennedy’s Political
Attitudes in the Early 1960s

11060 Natsumi Yoshida

John F. Kennedy had been known as a hard-liner who advocated the missile gap theory and
commanded the Bay of Pigs Invasion. At the time of this invasion, he expanded the U.S. armaments
and issued attacks with its military forces. However, in the conflict against the Soviet Union at the
construction of its missiles base in Cuba, Kennedy focused more on communication and tried to avoid
direct attacks while pursuing sea blockade. This thesis starts with the question why Kennedy tried to
solve the problem more deliberately than ever in the Cuban Missile Crisis. More specifically, why did he

change the attitude? Why did he leave his hard-line policy?





