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The Role and Contribution of Cowboys in American Old West

The American Old West refers to both wide geographical area expanded during
the Frontier Movement and the time period when this expansion to the West was pursued.
It started after the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, and developed by a series of laws to
support the people to move westward in the 1860s. During this time, cowboys contributed
to the development of the nation by its so-called “long drive” through which they
transported cattle over long distance.

There are two periods when cowboys played an active role. The first is during
the California Gold Rash, and the second is during the Gilded Age which was after the
American Civil War. During the Gold Rush in California (1848-55), those cowboys
supplied food during this time of dramatic increase of needs in the West. The second
wave came soon after the Civil War (1861-65). It was during the so-called Gilded Age
when rapidly developing industries in the North East and Midwest required tremendous
numbers of laborers. Thus, the provisions by those cowboys supported the entire nation
from the middle to the end of the nineteenth century.

This thesis describes how the cowboys played their roles in the U.S. history and
contributed to the development of the nation and society during these two periods while

interpreting the necessity of the cowboy industry in the American Old West.



