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Abstract:

A Critical Study of Inclusive Education in Japan:
Focusing on Students’ Requests with Individual
Educational Needs

| 8LO44 Sho Toyota

The purpose of this paper is to critically study inclusive education
measures that the national and prefectural government and schools from primary
to secondary take in Japan, focusing on the students’ requests with individual
educational needs. The inclusive education measures I take up in this paper are
special support services (|) in resource rooms, (2) in special support classes in
regular schools, (3) in special schools, (4) as reasonable accommodation, (5) as
peer interactions and cooperative learning, and (6) which are based on universal
design for learning. The students’ requests are divided into four categories: (a)
sharing rooms, (b) learning, (c) social life and (d) discrimination. I analyze how
inclusive education measures meet and cause the students’ requests, based on
prior research, my experience and studies in Keiwa’ s teacher training course.

The outcomes of my study are that some inclusive education measures
can meet the students’ requests in categories a, b, and ¢, but those might
cause requests in category d. I propose that (1) schools and governments take
other additional measures to prevent and meet the students’ requests in
category d, (2) teachers and researchers reflect on the functions of
inclusive/segregated education systems, (3) governments and schools extend
the range of inclusive education measures to students with individual educational
needs, converting the individual model of disability to the social model of

disability.
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